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EFP EUROPEAN SHOOTING STARS, one of EFP's flagship programmes, has placed some of the most 

promising young actors from all over Europe into the limelight over the past 20 years and proven to 

be an essential stepping stone for launching their international careers. The most prominent names 

in recent years included: Carey Mulligan (Mudbound), Alba Rohrwacher (Happy as Lazzaro), Oscar-

winner Alicia Vikander (Tomb Raider), Pilou Asbaek (Game of Thrones), Riz Ahmed (The Sisters 

Brothers), Marwan Kenzari (Instinct) and George MacKay (Captain Fantastic). 

 

Each year, young actors from all over Europe – who have already made a name for themselves in 

their home countries – are nominated by the EFP member organisations to take part in the 

prestigious programme. A jury of industry professionals selects the ten most interesting and 

internationally versatile talents to be introduced to the press, industry and public at the Berlin 

International Film Festival. As a European Shooting Star, the actors and actresses attend a tailor-

made programme, including meetings with casting directors, talent agents and producers. The 

activities culminate in a glamorous presentation of the European Shooting Stars Awards at the 

Berlinale Palast. 

Contact EFP: Doris Bandhold  bandhold@efp-online.com  Tel: +49 40 398 403-16 

Contact Organic Publicity:  

Julia Nowicka  ShootingStarsBerlin20@organic-publicity.co.uk  Tel:  +44 207 052 1271 

Dheeraj Agnihotri  ShootingStarsBerlin20@organic-publicity.co.uk Tel:  +44 207 052 1294 

http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/16698/Carey_Mulligan
http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/16692/Alba_Caterina_Rohrwacher
http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/18842/Alicia_Vikander
http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/18937/Pilou_Asb_k
http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/20875/Riz_Ahmed
http://www.efp-online.com/en/shootingstars/23631/George_MacKay
mailto:bandhold@efp-online.com
mailto:ShootingStarsBerlin20@organic-publicity.co.uk
mailto:ShootingStarsBerlin20@organic-publicity.co.uk


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Bulgaria 

 

MARTINA APOSTOLOVA  

 

 
      ©Konstantsa Getzova  

 

title of film for nomination: 

IRINA 

(2018) 

by Nadejda Koseva  



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Martina Apostolova, an actress and performing artist, was born in 1990 in Blagoevgrad, 

Bulgaria. She trained in acting at New Bulgarian University in the capital city of Sofia, and has 

worked in theatre, film, dance and music. Her stage work is focused on contemporary 

performing arts, and she has performed in more than twenty plays on stages throughout 

Bulgaria. She is the co-founder of the independent theatre company, “KOMA ludens”, based 
in Sofia. Martina’s breakthrough role came in her feature film debut, when she was cast as 
the lead in the critically acclaimed, Irina (2018), directed by Nadejda Koseva. For her 

performance in the film, Martina was honored with a string of Best Actress awards, including 

at international film festivals in Varna, Warsaw, Cottbus, Tbilisi, Teheran, Hong Kong, and 

Bari. Martina was cast in the award-winning LGBTI short film, Whole (2018), directed by 

Slava Doytcheva, and, most recently, in the feature film Lament for the Silent Fool (in post-

production, 2020), directed by Dimitar Kutmanov. She appears in several Bulgarian TV series 

such as the successful Stolen Life and the political thriller 4
th

 Authority. For 2020, Martina is 

one of the faces of “Artist for NONviolence” social campaign, fighting violence among 
students, parents and teachers in high schools.  

  

 

selected filmography 

 

Lament for the Silent Fool 

by Dimitar Kutmanov 

Bulgaria– 2020  

supporting role 

 

Irina 

by Nadezhda Koseva, 

Bulgaria– 2018 

leading role 

 

Whole (short) 

by Slava Doytcheva, 

Bulgaria – 2018 

supporting role 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                  ©Vera Petkova and Veneta Karamfilova  

     



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

synopsis IRINA (film for nomination) 

Irina is a part-time waitress in a small Bulgarian town. On the very same day when she is fired, her 

husband gets into a serious accident. Irina's family is trapped in poverty. To make ends meet, she 

becomes a surrogate mother. Fights, despair and the seed of life growing in her belly bring on 

another wave to this rough and wrecked life. Slowly, Irina discovers what it means to love and to 

forgive. 

 

 
 

A streaming link is available on request. 

 

showreel 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3hPZZns5ic&feature=youtu.be  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3hPZZns5ic&feature=youtu.be


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Denmark  

VICTORIA CARMEN SONNE  

 
©Martin Dam Kristensen 

 

title of film for nomination: 

HOLIDAY 

(2018) 

by Isabella Eklöf 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Victoria Carmen Sonne was born in Copenhagen, Denmark in 1994. She trained at The Danish 

National School of Theatre and graduated in 2016. She was quickly recognized as one of Danish 

cinema’s most promising new talents, when, in 2017, she won the Bodil as Best Supporting Actress 

from the Danish Critics’ Association for her role in Rasmus Heisterberg’s In The Blood. In 2017 she 

starred in Hlynur Palmason’s critically acclaimed Winter Brothers. The film had its World Premiere 

at the Locarno Film Festival and has gone on to sweep up awards at many festivals, garnering 

Victoria the Robert Award for Best Supporting Actress from the Danish Academy, where the film 

won 9 awards out of 15 nominations. Victoria was one of the breakout actors from the Sundance 

Film Festival in 2018, as the star of Isabella Eklöf’s debut feature film, Holiday, for which she won 

the Danish Academy’s Bodil as Best Actress. Later that same year, she starred in Laurits Flensted-

Jensen’s feature debut, Neon Heart. In 2019 Marie Grathø’s Psychosia premiered at the Venice 

Film Festival with Victoria playing opposite renowned Danish actress Trine Dyrholm. Next up, in 

2020, Victoria will appear in the lead role in Miss Osaka, directed by Daniel Dencik.  

 

 

selected filmography 

Miss Osaka (Denmark, Norway, Japan – 2020) 

by Daniel Dencik 

leading role 

 

Psychosia (Denmark, Finland – 2019) 

by Marie Grathø 

leading role 

 

Holiday (Turkey, Denmark – 2018) 

by Isabella Eklöf 

leading role 

 

Neon Heart (Denmark – 2018) 

by Laurits Flensted 

leading role 

 

Winter Brothers (Denmark, Iceland – 2017)  

by Hlynur Palmason       

supporting role 

           ©FranneVoigt  

In the Blood (Denmark – 2016) 

by Rasmus Heisterberg                                   

supporting role 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

synopsis HOLIDAY (film for nomination) 

A love triangle featuring the trophy girlfriend of a petty drug lord, caught up in a web of luxury and 

violence in a modern dark gangster tale set in the beautiful port city of Bodrum on the Turkish 

Riviera. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A streaming link is available on request.  

 

showreel 

link:https://vimeo.com/365001393 

password: Reel_Vic_2019 

https://vimeo.com/365001393


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Estonia 
 

PÄÄRU OJA  

©Riina Varol  

title of film for nomination: 

MIHKEL (2018) 

by Ari Alexander Ergis Magnússon  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Pääru Oja was born in 1989 in Tallinn, Estonia. He is a household name in his homeland, and 

recogised as one of the most promising young actors in Estonia. After graduating from the 

Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre in Tallinn in 2012, Pääru has worked consistently in 

numerous film and TV productions, gathering multiple awards and nominations along the way. 

With a love for the theatre, he also has built up an impressive career on the stage, working at the 

Estonian Drama Theatre. He has won numerous awards for his on-stage performances, such as the 

Crystal Shoe Award as Best Newcomer in 2014 and Best Actor at the Estonian Theatre Awards in 

2015. On the big screen, his leading roles include the Icelandic feature Mihkel by director Ari 

Alexander Ergis Magnússon, for which Pääru received the Icelandic Academy of Film and 

Television’s nomination as Actor of the Year at the EDDA-Awards. He was also nominated as Best 

Actor for his work in the TV series The Trap at the Estonian Film and TV Awards in 2019. Pääru 

recently finished filming the international crime-drama series Cold Courage, where he stars 

alongside former Shooting Stars Pihla Viitala and Matteo Simoni. Pääru’s most recent role is the 
lead in Veiko Õunpuu’s The Last Ones, which is due to a release in 2020. 

 

selected filmography 

Mihkel 
by Ari Alexander Ergis Magnússon 
Iceland, Norway, Estonia – 2018 
leading role 

 
The Last Ones 
by Veiko Õunpuu 

Estonia, Finland, Netherlands – 2020  
leading role 
 
Could Courage (Drama Series) 
by Agneta Fagerström-Olsson & Kadir Ferati Balci 
Finland, Ireland, Belgium, Iceland – 2020 
supporting role 
 
The Riddle of Jaan Niemand 
by Kaur Kokk 

Estonia – 2018 
supporting role 
 

O2 
by Margus Paju 
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania – 2017   

supporting role                    ©Riina Varol 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

synopsis MIHKEL (film for nomination) 

Seeking a better life in Iceland, Mihkel is presented with an opportunity by his childhood friend 
that could set him up for life. However, the deal comes with fatal consequences. 

Mihkel unwillingly becomes a drug mule to smuggle heroin across the border from Estonia into 
Iceland. But when it comes to retrieving their stash, things don’t go quite according to plan. 
 

 

 
 
A streaming link is available on request.  
 
 

showreel 

https://vimeo.com/364880032/a4c2631d24 
 
  
 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/364880032/a4c2631d24


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from France 

 

ZITA HANROT  

 
©Marcel Hartmann for Netf l ix  

title of film for nomination: 

SCHOOL LIFE 

(2019) 

by Grand Corps Malade & Mehdi Idir



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

biography 

Zita Hanrot was born in Marseille, France in 1989. Zita trained at the French National Drama 

School (CNSAD). While still studying, she was cast in films by some of France’s leading 
contemporary directors: Francois Ozon (The New Girlfriend), Mia Hansen-Love (Eden), Romain 

Lévy (Radiostars) and Rachida Brakni (De sas en sas). Immediately after graduating, Zita was 

offered the role of Nesrine in the ctirically acclaimed, award-winning film, Fatima by Philippe 

Faucon. For her memorable work in the film, she won the Cesar as Best Promising Actress in 2016. 

Since then, Zita has been cast as the lead in a number of award-winning films such as Carnivores 

directed by Yannick and Jeremie Renier; Paul Sanchez est Revenu directed by Patricia Mazuy; 

Marie Garel-Weiss’s directorial debut, La fête est finie and in David Roux’s L’ordre des medecins. 

In 2019, she voiced Zunaira, the main character in the animated feature, The Swallows of Kabul 

which premiered in Cannes 2019. Zita has also written and directed her first short film La Maman 

des Petits Poissons for the collection of the Talents Adami Cannes, where the film had its 

premiere. Zita is currently featured in the lead role in the critically acclaimed School Life directed 

by Grand Corps Malade and Medhi Idir. She will be next seen in Farid Bentoumi’s Rouge. 

 

selected filmography  

Paul Sanchez Is Back! (France – 2019) 

by Patricia Mazuy 

leading role 

 

Breath of Life (France – 2019)  

by David Roux 

leading role      

 

School Life (France – 2019) 

by Grand Corps Malade/Mehdi Idir 

leading role 

 

Fatima (France – 2018) 

by Philippe Faucon 

leading role 

 

Carnivore 

by Yannick et Jérémie Renier 

France – 2018 

leading role 

 

The Party’s Over 

by Marie Garel-Weiss 

France  – 2015     

leading role            ©Thomas Babeau 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

synopsis SCHOOL LIFE (film for nomination) 

Fresh from the South of France, Samia, a young educational consultant, arrives in a difficult 

middle-school in the suburbs of Paris. With Moussa and Dylan, two hall monitors who also master 

punchlines, she runs the School Life team that supervises students throughout the school year. 

Passionate about her job and assisted by the school's teachers and her colleagues, Samia will do all 

she can to motivate discouraged kids and show them that a brighter future is possible. 

 

 
 

 

A streaming link for Fatima  is available on request. 

 
 

showreel 

Clips from School Life  (in French) are available on request. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Georgia 

 

LEVAN GELBAKHIANI 

 
©Natal ia Ghlont i  

 

title of film for nomination: 

AND THEN WE DANCED  

(2019) 

by Levan Akin  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Levan Gelbakhiani was born in Tchiatura, Georgia in 1997. His first and consuming passion was 

dance, which he was drawn to at an early age. And although he took part in several plays in school, 

he chose to focus on dance and began his training at the age of fifteen at the Georgian Classical 

Ballet School. It was not long before Levan was invited to take part in several contemporary dance 

troop projects in Georgia, and he remains very active in Georgia’s contemporary dance scene 
today. And Then We Danced by Swedish director Levan Akin is Levan Gelbakhiani’s debut film. It 
premiered at the Cannes International Film Festival 2019 (Director’s Fortnight), and took off from 
there, winning awards around the globe. Levan won Best Actor awards at Odessa, Sarajevo, 

Valliadoid and Minski International Film Festivals, among others. He was nominated as Best Actor 

at the European Film Awards, and the film was the Swedish entry for the 2020 Oscars as Best 

International Feature. Closer to home, the film was nominated in 7 categories at the Guldbagge, 

the Swedish national awards, where Levan was awarded Best Actor as well as Best Film for And 

Then We Danced. He is currently combining his passions by pursuing a dance and acting career at 

the same time. He was named by W magazine as one of the most exciting stars of Cannes 2019.  

 

selected filmography 

And Then We Danced 

by Levan Akin 

Sweden, Georgia, France – 2019 –  

leading  role 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trailer for and then we danced  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmjDLJ7dkHg  

 

 

 

 

 

©

        ©Natalia Ghlonti  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmjDLJ7dkHg


 

  

 

 

 

 

synopsis AND THEN WE DANCED (film for nomination) 

Merab has been training from a young age at the National Georgian Ensemble with his dance 

partner Mary. His world turns upside down when the carefree Irakli arrives and becomes both 

his strongest rival and desire. 

 

 

 
 

 

A streaming link is available on request  
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Germany 

 

JONAS DASSLER  

 

 
© Stefan Klüter  

 

title of film for nomination: 

THE GOLDEN GLOVE 

(2019) 

by Fatih Akin 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Jonas Dassler was born in Remscheid, Germany, in 1996. He was cast in his first feature film, We 

Are Fine, directed by Henri Steinmetz right before starting his studies at Berlin’s Ernst Busch 
Academy. In 2015 he played the lead in Julia Langhoff's critically acclaimed, award-winning drama, 

Lomo: The Language of Many Others. For his breakout performance in this film, Jonas received 

the Filmkunstpreis Sachsen-Anhalt in 2017, the Götz-George Nachwuchspreis, the Bavarian Film 

Prize as Best Young Actor as well as the New Berlin Film Award for Best Actor at the Achtung Berlin 

Festival. In 2017 Jonas was cast in the lead role of the ensemble cast of The Silent Revolution by 

Lars Kraume, for which he also received the Bavarian Film Award as Best Young Actor. In 2017, he 

was cast in the popular TV mini-series Die Protokollantin by Nina Grosse and Samira Radsi, which 

premiered in Competition at Cannes International Series Festival in 2018. As of the 2017/18 

season, Jonas has also become a resident member of the ensemble at the Maxim Gorki Theater in 

Berlin. In 2019, Jonas gave a searing performance in the lead role in Fatih Akin's much discussed 

film, The Golden Glove, which premiered in Competition at the last Berlinale. In 2019, Jonas was 

nominated for the German Filmprize for his performance as "Honka" in the film. Jonas can next be 

seen in Lena Stahl's debut film, Mein Sohn. 

 

selected filmography 

Mein Sohn 

by Lena Stahl 

Germany – 2020 

leading role 

 

The Golden Glove 

by Fatih Akin 

Germany – 2019 

leading role 

 

The Silent Revolution 

by Lars Kraume 

Germany – 2017 

ensemble lead 

 

Lomo: The Language of Many Others 

by Julia Langhof 

Germany – 2017 

leading role 

 

We Are Fine 

by Henri Steinmetz 

Germany – 2015 

ensemble lead 

          © Stefan Klüter 



 

  

 

 

 

 

synopsis THE GOLDEN GLOVE (film for nomination) 

Hamburg-St.Pauli in the 1970s: At first glance, Fritz «Fiete» Honka is a pitiful loser. The man with 

the broken face carouses through his nights in the neighbourhood dive, the «Golden Glove», 

chasing after lonely women. None of the regulars suspect that the apparently harmless Fiete is 

actually a monster. Fatih Akin’s horror film THE GOLDEN GLOVE is based on a true story and the 

novel of the same name by Heinz Strunk. It tells the story of Fritz Honka, a man who murdered 

numerous women, and his favourite bar, the «Golden Glove», where schmaltzy German songs 

move the boozy bar hounds to tears and drinking is a reflex against pain and longing. 

 

 

 
 

A streaming link for The Silent Revolution  is available on request. 

 

showreel 

http://die-agenten.de/actors_video.php?name=Jonas_Dassler&gender=m 

 

 

http://die-agenten.de/actors_video.php?name=Jonas_Dassler&gender=m


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from The Netherlands 

 

BILAL WAHIB  

 

 
©Frank Ruiter  

 

title of film for nomination: 

PARADISE DRIFTERS 

(2019) 

by Mees Peijnenburg  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

biography 

Bilal Wahib was born in Amsterdam, The Netherlands in 1999 and has indulged his acting passion 

for as long as he can remember. He began his acting career in 2013, cast in supporting roles in 

numerous television productions. In 2016 he made his move to the big screen with performances 

in several films, including the supporting role of Younes in Dutch Oscar entry Layla M. by Mijke de 

Jong, which premiered in the competitive Platform section at the Toronto International Film 

Festival 2016. More roles quickly followed, among others in Hanro Smitsman’s Brothers, in Shady 

El‐ Hamus’ Malik and in the controversial Dutch TV series Mocro Maffia. In 2019, he played the 

lead role in the Dutch box office hit De Libi (About that Life), once again working with director, 

Shady El‐ Hamus. He was also cast in the lead role of Yousef (opposite his predecessor as Dutch 

Shooting Star in 2018, Jonas Smulders) in Paradise Drifters, the feature film debut of award-

winning director, Mees Peijnenburg. The film has its World Premiere at the Berlin International 

Film Festival 2020 (in Generation 14Plus). As of 2017, Bilal has been studying Drama at the 

Amsterdam University of the Arts. He also released his first single in 2019 which was streamed 

more than four million times on Spotify… and counting. 
 

selected filmography 

Paradise Drifters 

by Mees Peijnenburg 

The Netherlands 2019 

leading role 

 

About That Life 

by Shady El-Hamus 

The Netherlands – 2019 

leading role 

 

Brothers 

by Hanro Smitsman 

The Netherlands – 2017 

supporting role 

 

Layla M. 

by Mijke de Jong 

The Netherlands/Belgium – 2016 

supporting role   

           ©Frank Ruiter 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

synopsis PARADISE DRIFTERS (film for nomination) 

PARADISE DRIFTERS is a fragmented portrayal of the homeless young adults, Lorenzo, Yousef 

and Chloe. All three with different savage backgrounds, but with a shared insecurity about 

the future, without a base on which to fall back. What starts off as an individual search that 

must lead to money, chances and new opportunities appears to be a longing for human 

connection, security and mutual affection… 

 

 

 
 

 

A streaming link is available on request, also for About That Life .  
 

showreel 

link: https://vimeo.com/365787818/2a5309139e 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/365787818/2a5309139e


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Poland 

 

BARTOSZ BIELENIA  

 

 
©Sonja Orlewicz-Zakrzewska 

 

title of film for nomination: 

Corpus Christi 

(2019) 

by Jan Komasa  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Bartosz Bielenia was born in Bialystok, Poland in 1992. He trained at the National Academy of 

Theatre Arts in Kraków and graduated in 2016. He made his debut on the stage of Teatr 

Dramatyczny in Białystok in 1999 as the title character in The Little Prince directed by Tomasz 

Hynka. Between 2014 – 2017, Bartosz was a member of the ensemble at the Narodowy Stary Teatr 

in Kraków, where he acted in many classical plays such as Edward II, King Lear and Hamlet. In 

2018, Bartosz became a permanent member of the Nowy Teatr ensemble in Warsaw. On the big 

screen, his work includes performances in critically acclaimed and award winning films such as 

Clergy by Wojtek Smarzowski, The Man with the Magic Box by Bodo Kox, I am Lying Now by 

Paweł Borowski, and Disco Polo by Maciej Bochniak. For his performance in Wojciech Kasperski’s 
The High Frontier (2016) Bartosz received a special award at the International Cinema Festival Off 

Camera in Kraków, and an award as New Promising Actor.  He was cast in the TV series 1983, 

executive produced by Agnieszka Holland for Netflix. His most recent film, Corpus Christi directed 

by Jan Komasa  premiered at the Venice Film Festival in 2019. The film is nominated for Best 

International Feature Film at the Oscars 2020 and Bartosz performance garnered praise and 

awards around the globe. 

 

selected filmography 

Corpus Christi 

by Jan Komasa 

Poland – 2019 

leading role 

 

The High Frontier 

by Wojciech Kasperski  

Poland – 2016 

supporting role 

 

The Time of A Young Man About To Kill 

by Neritan Zinxhiria 

Italy/Albania – 2015 

leading role 

 

Disco Polo 

by Maciej Bochniak 

Poland – 2015 

supporting role 

 

Hura. Wciąż żyjemy!                   ©Przemek Krzakiewicz  

by Agnieszka Polska     

Poland – 2019 

supporting role        



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

synopsis CORPUS CHRISTI (film for nomination) 

Corpus Christi is the story of a 20-year-old Daniel who experiences a spiritual transformation while 

living in a Youth Detention Centre. He wants to become a priest, but this is impossible because of 

his criminal record. When he is sent to work at a carpenter’s workshop in a small town, on arrival 
he dresses up as a priest and accidentally takes over the local parish. The arrival of the young, 

charismatic preacher is an opportunity for the local community to begin the healing process after 

a tragedy that happened there. 

 

 

 
 

 

A streaming link is available on request, also for The Time of A Young 

Man About To Kill 
 

showreel 

link: https://vimeo.com/365446718  

password: bielenia2019 

 

https://vimeo.com/365446718


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Portugal 

 

JOANA RIBEIRO  

 

 
©Ricardo Santos  

 

title of film for nomination: 

CROOKED LINES 

(2019) 

by Rita Nunes  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Joana Ribeiro was born in 1992 in Lisbon, Portugal. She studied acting at the New York Film 

Academy (2011), Estudio Corazza (2016), and took part in ACT workshops for actors. Her career as 

an actress started when she attended an open casting call for the Portuguese TV series, Dancin’ 
Days, eventually getting the part for which more than 2,000 others had auditioned for. This 

opened the doors for a fruitful career in television, and for the past seven years, Joana has been a 

regular presence on the hit Portuguese TV series Madre Paula, playing the role of the title 

character. Her move to the big screen came with her leading role in Carlos Saboga’s drama, A Uma 

Hora Incerta. Joana will be seen in Antoine Fuqua’s Infinite and has co-starred in the pilot episode 

for Amazon Prime TV Series The Dark Tower, based on the Stephen King novels. She was cast in 

leading roles in Terry Gilliam’s The Man Who Killed Don Quixote (closing film in Cannes 2018), Rita 

Nunes’ Crooked Lines, Marco Pontecorvo’s Fatima and Carlos Conceiçao’s Um Fio de Baba 

Escarlate. On stage, she has worked with Palco 13, in the play The Author originally directed and 

written by Tim Crouch. In 2013, Joana was nominated for the “Revelation of the Year” Golden 

Globe, and the “Novos 2013” award. 

 

selected filmography 

Infinite  

by Antoine Fuqua 

USA – 2020 

supporting role 

 

Um Fio de baba Escarlate  

by Carlos Conceição   

Portugal – 2020 

leading role 

 

Crooked Lines  

by Rita Nunes 

Portugal – 2019 

leading role 

 

The Man Who Killed Don Quixote 

by Terry Gilliam 

Spain/Belgium/France/UK/ 

Portugal – 2018 

leading role 

 

Fatima  

by Marco Pontecorvo 

USA/Portugal – 2019         ©Ricardo Santos 

leading role 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

synopsis CROOKED LINES (film for nomination) 
 

An unexpected meeting on Twitter, introduces young actress Luísa to António, a writer and 

journalist, who hides his identity using Rasputine as his profile name. This virtual relationship 

becomes the centre of their lives. António is attracted by Luísa’s irresistible charm and 
youthfulness, and Luísa finds in Rasputine the realisation of her love aspirations. They finally 

decide to meet. But, on his way, António has an accident… 

 

 

A streaming link is available on request.  
 

 

showreel 

link: https://vimeo.com/365497813  

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/365497813


 

  

 

 

 

 

°efp european shooting star 
 

from Switzerland 

 

ELLA RUMPF  

 
©Andreas Lumineau  

 

title of film for nomination: 

SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 

(2018) 

by Guillaume de Fontenay  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

biography 

Ella Rumpf was born in Paris, France in 1995. She grew up in a bi-lingual household in Zurich, and 

is fluent in French and German. Ella made her acting debut in 2011, in the feature film Draussen 

Ist Sommer by Friederike Jehn. This experience was so influential, that it helped Ella come to the 

decision to head to London to study at the Giles Foreman Centre for Acting. However, before she 

could even begin her studies, she was chosen to play the role of Ali in Simon Jaquemet’s award-

winning feature film War, for which she was nominated for the Swiss Film Award in the category 

'Best Supporting Actress'. This was followed quickly by leading roles in other films such as Tiger 

Girl by Jakob Lass, which premiered at the Berlinale in 2017; Sympathy for the Devil by Guillaume 

de Fontenay; and Raw by Julia Ducournau. Launched at the Cannes International Film Festival in 

2016, the film became a worldwide festival and critics’ darling. Ella was selected as Révélation at 

the César Awards 2018 for her role in the film. She can next be seen in two productions: in a 

leading role in Freud, an Austrian-German co-production for Netflix, opening this year’s Berlinale 

Series section and in the role of Corey in the feature film Beast by Lorenz Merz. Both are set for a 

2020 release.  

 

selected filmography 

Freud (Drama Series, Austria/Germany, 2019)  

by Marvin Kren  

leading role 

 

Sympathy for the Devil (BE/F/CA – 2018)  

by Guillaume de Fontenay 

leading role 

 

Tiger Girl (Germany – 2017) 

by Jakob Lass 

leading role 

 

Raw (France/Belgium/Italy – 2017) 

by Julia Ducourneau 

supporting role 

 

The Divine Order (Switzerland – 2017) 

by Petra Volpe    

supporting role     

 

War Switzerland – 2013 

by Simon Jaquemet 

leading role      

      

          ©Andreas Lumineau 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

synopsis SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL (film for nomination) 

Paul Marchand is an adrenaline junkie who covered multiple wars and was known for his 

flamboyant, devil-may-care approach to dealing with conflict zones. Running the gauntlet of 

Sarajevo’s Sniper Alley in an unarmoured car, he relentlessly reports the story of the massacre 

going on all around him to an apathetic Western world. But at a certain point the killing 

around him becomes too much to bear and he considers taking up arms. 

 

 

 
 

A streaming link is available on request.  
 

 

showreel 

https://vimeo.com/383079989 

password: ShootingStars2020 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/383079989

