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The 25th edition of EUROPEAN SHOOTING STARS, EFP ś long-standing and most prestigious initiative to 
promote European acting talent, will take place from 11 to 14 February 2022. Seven actresses and three 
actors will be presented to the international press, the industry and the public in an exclusive programme 
during this year‘s 72nd Berlinale. One of the programme‘s highlights will be the European Shooting Stars 
Awards Ceremony at the Berlinale Palast. An international jury of industry professionals has selected the 
ten outstanding talents and affirmed their immense potential for an international career based on many 
factors, including evaluation of the nominated feature films and series.
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Born in Croatia, Gracija Filipović received her theatre 
training in Dubrovnik and shot her first film in 2014. 
Her collaborative work with director Antoneta Alamat 
Kusijanović includes two award-winning films which have 
brought her both international recognition and acclaim.  
In Kusijanović’s short film, Into the Blue, Filipović plays  
an emotionally scarred young women, desperate to 
reconnect with her best friend. The film won numerous 
awards, including a Special Mention at the Berlinale’s 
Generation programme, the Heart of Sarajevo Award  
for Best Short Film and the Prize of the Youth Jury 

Croatia
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nominated by
Croatian Audiovisual Centre

contact
Croatian Audiovisual Centre
+385 1 6041 080
promotion@havc.hr
www.havc.hr

year of birth
2002
 
jury’s comment 
“In her first feature-
length film, Gracija 
Filipovi  gives an 
intuitive and original 
performance, with 
a level of maturity 
which belies her years. 
Evoking the image 
of a mermaid, she 
seamlessly alternates 
between wildness and 
gentleness, girliness 
and sensuality and 
fearlessly pulls off all 
the complexities of her 
role next to a very 
strong and experienced 
cast. Her magnetic 
presence draws the 
audience into the 
inner activities of her 
character and keeps 
them enthralled 
throughout.”

   watch showreel

Gracija  
Filipović

04

https://havc.hr/eng/about-us
https://www.aamufilmcompany.fi/
https://vimeo.com/633022607/8a37ebb2dc


at the highly regarded Oberhausen Short Film Festival. 
It was also a finalist for the Student Academy Award. 
Filipović’s debut in a feature film was in Kusijanović’s 
Murina, which premiered in the Directors’ Fortnight of 
the Cannes Film Festival 2021 and won the prestigious 
Caméra d’Or. Apart from her award-winning acting  
career, Filipović is a professional swimmer and  
tap dancer. In her spare time, she is studying biology  
in Zagreb.
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selected films
Murina
by Antoneta Alamat 
Kusijanović
Croatia, Brazil, USA, Slovenia 
2021

Into the Blue
(U plavetnilo) 
by Antoneta Alamat 
Kusijanović
Croatia, Slovenia, Sweden 
2017

The Little Racoon
(Mali debeli rakun) 
by Barbara Vekarić
Croatia 
2013

Gracija Filipovic  
Croatia 

´
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Tensions rise between restless teenager Julija and her 
oppressive father Ante when Javier, an old family friend 
with romantic ties to Julija’s mother, arrives at their 
isolated Croatian island home. As Ante attempts to broker 
a life-changing deal with Javier which would move them 
from the secluded cove where they live their frugal yet 
tranquil lives, Julija finds herself wanting more from this 
influential visitor, who provides a taste of liberation over 
a weekend laid bare to desire and violence. Murina is 
a gorgeously shot film, executive produced by Martin 
Scorsese – a coming of age story set on the rocky, clear-
watered Croatian coastline, which tackles issues of power, 
oppression, female rebellion, desire, gentrification and 
wealth in a beautifully atmospheric story. The film had its 
premiere in the Directors’ Fortnight at the Cannes Film 
Festival 2021 where it won the prestigious Caméra d’Or. 

Murina
film for nomination 

year
2021

status
released

director 
Antoneta Alamat Kusijanović

 
screenplay
Antoneta Alamat Kusijanović 
Frank Graziano 

 
producer
Antitalent 
RT Features

 Back to overview
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Marie Reuther hails from Denmark and received her 
theatre training at the Danish National School of the 
Performing Arts, graduating in 2020. Prior to that, in 
2017, she had started acting in various short films and 
on the stage. Reuther’s international breakthrough 
came when she was cast in the leading role in HBO’s 
first Danish-language original, the mystery thriller, 
Kamikaze, which had its broadcast premiere in 
November 2021. Reuther’s role required that she be  
in almost every shot of the 8-part series, building  
a strong and empathetic character along the way.

Denmark
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Marie 
Reuther

nominated by
Danish Film Institute

contact
Lindberg Management ApS
+45 33 11 15 57
Anne Lindberg
al@lindbergmanagement.com
www.lindbergmanagement.com

year of birth
1996

jury’s comment 
“Marie Reuther simply 
shines on screen. She 
is highly convincing 
in her embodiment 
of a character who 
goes through a 
remarkable trajectory 
of transformation, from 
desperation to rebirth, 
without sacrificing her 
singular elegance and 
dignity. Her face can 
express a multitude of 
feelings in a layered 
and versatile way 
and portray an angel 
and a tough cookie 
interchangeably. She 
makes everything fun 
to watch – a shooting 
star by all means.”

   watch showreel 07

mailto:info%40lindbergmanagement.com%20?subject=
https://www.lindbergmanagement.com/
https://vimeo.com/449613016/439a90efad
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selected films
Kamikaze
by Kaspar Munk
Denmark, Spain, UK 
2021

Badehotellet 
by Fabian Wullenweber 
Denmark 
2019

Riget – Exodus
(The Kingdom – Exodus)  
by Lars von Trier 
Denmark 
2023

For her performance, she was honoured with the 
esteemed Best Actress Award in the International 
Competition at Séries Mania in Lille, France in 2021. 
In addition to Kamikaze, Reuther recently had her 
debut at The Royal Danish Theatre in Molière’s final 
work, The Imaginary Invalid. 

Marie Reuther  
Denmark 

08



“We‘re crashing. I love you. Do what you want. Dad”. 
With this harrowing text message from her father, 18-
year old Julie is left alone in a massive empty house, as 
her affluent parents and her older brother all die in a 
plane crash. From a girl who seemingly had it all, – the 
“perfect” life with loving parents and an older brother 
she is close to, a massive seaside mansion, 159,000 loyal 
Instagram followers for her fashion and makeup posts 
and flesh and blood friends, too – she becomes a girl 
determined to end her life in the same way her family 
died. She hops from plane to plane, jet-setting around 
the world on her family’s seemingly limitless credit card, 
pushing herself right to the edge, distracted by the 
occasional questionable fling – and ultimately forced to 
reflect on why she wants what she wants. With a moving 
and nuanced lead performance, the film, based on the 
book Muleum by Erlend Loe, invites the audience to think 
along with Julie about what is really important in life.

Kamikaze 
series for nomination 

year
2021

status
released 

director 
Kaspar Munk

 
screenplay
Johanne Algren
Erlend Loe
Annette K. Olesen

producer
Profile Pictures

Marie Reuther  
Denmark 

 Back to overview
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Anamaria Vartolomei, a French-Romanian actress, 
began her career at the tender age of 11 opposite 
Isabelle Huppert in My Little Princess, directed by 
Eva Ionesco, for which she won Best Actress at the 
2012 Festival de la Ciotat. Since then, she has barely 
stopped. In 2014, she appeared in Jacky in the 
Kingdom of Women, directed by Riad Sattouf, with 
Charlotte Gainsbourg. In 2016, she was cast in Tran 
Anh Hung’s Eternity alongside Bérénice Béjo, Audrey 
Tautou and Mélanie Laurent, and had leading roles in 
Frédéric Beigbeder’s The Ideal with Audrey Fleurot 
and in My Revolution directed by Ramzi Ben Sliman. 

France
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Anamaria 
Vartolomei

nominated by
UniFrance

contact
UBBA
Agence Artistique
+33 1 44 54 26 40
info@ubba.eu
www.ubba.eu

year of birth
1999
 
jury’s comment
“Her eyes tell stories 
in a way that no words 
can. In her tour-de-
force performance, 
she dances with the 
camera in a playful way, 
all while mesmerizing 
the audience with her 
fierce earnestness. She 
has a formidable set 
of artistry to master 
the ambience of many 
historical eras and carry 
the weight of the entire 
film on her shoulder. 
With a readiness to push 
herself to the limits, 
she can embody even 
the most impenetrable 
roles.”

   watch showreel 10

mailto:info%40ubba.eu?subject=
https://www.ubba.eu/
https://vimeo.com/659302306/543043df41


In 2017, she starred opposite Lambert Wilson in the 
historical drama The Royal Exchange, directed by 
Marc Dugain. In 2020, Vartolomei was cast in How  
to Be a Good Wife directed by Martin Provost and in 
Just Kids directed by Christoph Blanc, for which  
she was nominated as Young Actress at the César 
Awards. Vartolomei was most recently cast in  
the leading role in Happening, directed by Audrey 
Diwan, which won the Golden Lion at the 2021 
Venice Film Festival.
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selected films
Happening 
(L’événement)
by Audrey Diwan
France 
2021

My Little Princess 
by Eva Ionesco
France 
2011

The Royal Exchange  
(L’échange des Princesses) 
by Marc Dugain  
France, Belgium 
2017

Anamaria Vartolomei  
France 
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France, 1963. Anne is a bright young student with a 
promising future ahead of her. But when she falls 
pregnant, she sees the opportunity to finish her studies 
and escape the constraints of her social background 
disappearing. With her final exams fast approaching  
and her belly growing, Anne resolves to act, even if  
she has to confront shame and pain, even if she must  
risk prison to do so. 

Happening 
film for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Audrey Diwan

 
screenplay
Marcia Romano
Audrey Diwan
Annie Ernaux

 
producer
Rectangle Production

Anamaria Vartolomei  
France 
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Emilio Sakraya, born in Berlin, started his career at the 
age of nine and simply never stopped. His big screen 
debut was in 2010 in Electro Ghetto, produced by Bernd 
Eichinger. From 2014 to 2016 he had a recurring role in 
the successful German film series Bibi and Tina and in 
2016, he was cast in the critically acclaimed inter-
national crime series 4 Blocks as well as in the feature, 
Rock My Heart. For his performance in Tatort: Das 
Verschwundene Kind he was nominated for Studio 
Hamburg’s prestigious Young Talent Award. In 2018 he 
was cast as the lead in Wolfgang Groos’ Cold Feet which 
was quickly followed in 2019 by the role of JC in the 

Germany
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Emilio 
Sakraya

nominated by
German Films

contact
Senkbeil PR + Management
mail@senkbeil-pr.de
www.senkbeil-pr.de 

year of birth
1996

jury’s comment
“With fantastic 
physicality, precise  
body control and 
extraordinary 
photogeneity, Emilio 
Sakraya creates a  
strong character with 
charisma, openness, and 
sincerity. A delight to 
watch on screen and a 
perfect blend between 
boyishness and maturity, 
he delivers a memorable 
performance that 
emphasizes his star 
quality and an immense 
potential as a lead  
actor in the future.”

  watch showreel 14

mailto:mail%40senkbeil-pr.de?subject=
https://www.senkbeil-pr.de/kontakt
https://video.filmmakers.de/emilio-sakraya?&kapitel=01
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international Netflix drama series Warrior Nun and as 
the lead in the Netflix original series Tribes of Europa.  
In 2020, Sakraya took on the lead role in Til Schweiger’s 
The Salvation of the World as We Know It. This was 
followed by the lead in One Night Off the first original 
feature film made by Amazon Studios Germany. 
Currently, Sakraya recently finished  shooting Fatih 
Akin’s newest feature, Rheingold. And just to keep busy, 
in September 2020, Sakraya released his first music 
album, Roter Sand, which was followed by the singles 
Winter and Danke in 2021.
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selected films
Tribes of Europa
by Philip Koch
Florian Baxmeyer
Czech Republic, Croatia, 
South Africa 
2021

The Salvation of the 
World as We Know It
(Die Rettung der uns 
bekannten Welt) 
by Til Schweiger
Germany, Poland 
2021

Warrior Nun
by Simon Barry
Mathias Herndl
Agnieszka Smoczynska 
Sarah Walker
Jet Wilkinson
(5 Episodes)
USA, Spain 
2020

Emilio Sakraya  
Germany 
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After an attempted suicide 18-year-old Paul is admitted 
to a therapy centre by his father, where he is diagnosed 
as bipolar. During his stay there, he meets other young 
people with psychological problems, including Toni  
and spends the happiest day of his life with her.  
But the next morning shows that a mental illness has 
no regard for happiness and yet he can’t keep running 
away from reality. Paul finally decides to trust the people 
who love him the most and accepts their support. The 
tragicomedy displays great sensitivity and humour in 
its portrayal of hope and setbacks, pain and fear and 
what it means to enjoy life with a bipolar disorder.

The Salvation of the  
World as We Know It 
film for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Til Schweiger

 
screenplay
Lo Malinke
Til Schweiger

 
producer 
Barefoot Films
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Clare Dunne graduated from the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama and was immediately cast in a lead role  
in the Druid Theatre Company’s acclaimed production of 
Playboy of the Western World directed by Garry Hynes. 
She’s since appeared in numerous theatre productions 
across Ireland and the UK, notably in the Donmar 
Warehouse as Portia in Julius Caesar directed by Phyllida 
Lloyd which transferred to St Ann’s Warehouse, Brooklyn. 
She went on to appear as Prince Hal in Phyllida Lloyd’s 
acclaimed production of Henry IV which also transferred to 
the new St Ann’s Warehouse to huge critical acclaim. Dunne 
has also had a heady past two years on the big and small 

Ireland
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Clare
Dunne

nominated by
Screen Ireland

contact
The Lisa Richards Agency
+353 1 637 5000
info@lisarichards.ie
www.lisarichards.ie

year of birth
1985

jury’s comment
“Clare Dunne creates 
complex and highly 
relatable characters 
through her profound 
understanding of 
the intricacies of the 
human mind. At once 
sophisticated, firm, and 
moldable, she succeeds 
in nuancing the female 
psyche. Her delivery 
of lines is very precise 
and her control of voice 
meticulous. In a very 
clever and well reflected 
manner, her performance 
communicates a lot of 
self-awareness and well-
founded confidence.”

   watch showreel 18

mailto:info%40lisarichards.ie?subject=
http://lisarichards.ie/
https://vimeo.com/662374566/51a46a0096
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selected films
Herself
by Phyllida Lloyd
Ireland, UK 
2021

KIN
by Diarmuid Goggins 
Tessa Hoffe
Ireland, France, UK 
2021

The Last Duel
 by Ridley Scott 
Ireland, France, UK 
2021

screen. She starred as Amanda, the female lead in the first 
season of the acclaimed AMC+ and RTE series, KIN. She 
wrote and starred in Herself (Element Films), directed by 
Phyllida Lloyd, which premiered at the 2020 Sundance  
Film Festival to rave reviews and was picked up for inter- 
national distribution by Amazon Studios. The film won the 
Women Film Critic Circle Award for 2021 and the Dublin 
International Film Festival Discovery Award (for Clare 
Dunne) as well as the Human Rights Film Award in 2020. 

Clare Dunne
Ireland 

19



KIN (BRON/Headline Pictures) is a new Irish crime drama 
in which a boy is killed and his family embarks on a 
gangland war with an international cartel: a war that is 
impossible to win. The Kinsellas are a local crime family, 
while the Cunningham cartel is a vast global organization. 
It is David and Goliath. Out-numbered, out-financed and 
out-gunned, the Kinsellas find themselves holed up in their 
Dublin stronghold while their businesses fail and family 
members and associates are picked off. But they have 
something the cartel does not: the unbreakable bonds of 
blood and family. With a “murderer’s row” of fantastic Irish 
actors populating the series, the acting ensemble brings 
their A game to KIN. Clare Dunne as Michael’s sister-in-
law, Amanda, delivers a volcanic performance as the 
emotional center of a story highlighting the unsaid and 
devastating aspects of marriage and family amidst a 
dangerous criminal underworld.

KIN 
series for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Diarmuid Goggins
Tessa Hoffe

 
screenplay
Peter McKenna

 
producer
BRON Studios
Headline Pictures©
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Clare Dunne
Ireland 
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Hanna van Vliet studied Drama and Contemporary Music 
Theatre at Amsterdam University of the Arts, where she 
graduated in 2014. A Golden Calf nominated actress and 
creator, she plays the lead role in the internationally 
acclaimed drama series, ANNE+, which she co-created. 
ANNE+ has received two nominations for the Prix Europe 
Award as well as a Golden Calf Award for van Vliet as “Best 
Actress in a Drama Series” at the Netherlands Film Festival 
in 2020. A feature version of ANNE+ with van Vliet in the 
leading role premiered in October 2021. Her career also 
includes two nominations for a Musical Award for Fiddler 
on the Roof and De Tweeling. 
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Hanna 
van Vliet

nominated by
See NL

contact
Solid Base Management
+31 6 53 42 69 72
Gwen Maduro 
gwen@solidbasemanagement.com
www.solidbasemanagement.com

year of birth
1992

jury’s comment
“Hanna van Vliet’s 
screen presence is full 
of life and outstandingly 
sympathetic, imbued 
with a strong sense of 
precision, sensitivity, and 
authenticity. Projecting a 
lot of warmth and charm, 
she is able to connect 
with the audience in 
a down-to-earth and 
everyday manner. Her 
eyes, a window to the 
soul of her characters, 
can express a flicker of 
suppressed grimness 
and a hint of hope 
simultaneously. She is 
a refreshing presence 
on screen, with a huge 
star potential.”

   watch showreel

The  
Netherlands

21

mailto:gwen%40solidbasemanagement.com%20?subject=
https://solidbasemanagement.com/
www.m-films.lt
www.m-films.lt
https://vimeo.com/661931279


Her recent work includes the lead roles in the features 
Quicksand, which premiered at the Netherlands Film 
Festival in September 2021 and Lost Transport, due for 
release in early 2022. She is currently filming the high-end 
drama series, De Droom van de Jeugd. Van Vliet is an 
advocate for a broad representation of female leads and 
queer characters in the (Dutch) film and TV landscape.   
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selected film
ANNE+
by Valerie Bisscheroux
The Netherlands 
2021

Quicksand 
(Drijfzand)
by Margot Schaap
The Netherlands 
2021

Lost Transport
(Verloren Transport) 
by Saskia Diesing
The Netherlands 
2022 

Hanna van Vliet 
The Netherlands 
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After the worldwide success of the series ANNE+, Anne 
returns in a feature film. Just before Anne is moving 
from Amsterdam to live with her great love Sara abroad, 
her publisher rejects the manuscript for her first novel. 
Which story is she trying to tell? Does she even have a 
story to tell at all? Anne is forced to find out what she 
wants in life, because it’s not only the main character 
in her novel who seems to be lost. Then she meets 
Lou, a non-binary drag king, who has a very different 
view on life. While rewriting her book Anne realizes 
that she has some significant choices to make.

ANNE+
film for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Valerie Bisscheroux

 
screenplay
Maud Wiemeijer

 
producer
Millstreet Films
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Hanna van Vliet 
The Netherlands 
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João Nunes Monteiro trained as an actor at Academia 
Contemporânea do Espetáculo in Porto and completed  
a BA in Acting from Lisbon’s Theatre and Film School.  
On stage, Monteiro has worked with noteable theatre 
directors such as Victor Hugo Pontes, Nuno Carinhas, 
Sónia Baptista and Miguel Fragata. He made his feature 
film debut at the age of 16 in Francisco Manso’s Aristides
de Sousa Mendes. He has since worked with directors 
such as Dennis Berry, Ivo M. Ferreira, João Nicolau, Zara 
Dwinger and Vasco Saltão. He played the lead role in the 
feature film Mosquito by João Nuno Pinto, which was 
honored with the Portuguese Film Academy Nico Award. 

  
Portugal
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João Nunes
Monteiro

nominated by
Instituto do Cinema e do 
Audiovisual I.P./ ICA (Portugal)

contact
Agente a Norte
+351 9 17338717
agenteanorte@gmail.com
www.agenteanorte.com

year of birth
1993

jury’s comment
“Almost like a fairy or 
a mythical creature, 
he is a chameleon 
whose performance is 
always perfectly fitting 
regardless of each 
project’s idiosyncrasies. 
His quiet intensity and 
respectful authenticity 
draw us to his soul-
searching characters in 
a way that approximates 
to documentaries.  
With a very good 
ear, he listens to his 
characters attentively 
and embodies these 
characters at the most 
insightful level possible. 
We see his great 
potential and a bright 
career all over Europe 
ahead.”

   watch showreel 24

mailto:agenteanorte%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://agenteanorte.com/
https://vimeo.com/629106659


He also starred in Miguel Gomes and Maureen 
Fazendeiro’s The Tsugua Diaries which premiered in this 
year’s Directors’ Fortnight at the Cannes Film Festival. 
Recently, Monteiro won the Portuguese Cinema Academy 
Sophia Awards as Best Actor for his work in Mosquito. He 
was also nominated as Best Actor for his performance in 
the film by the Portuguese Golden Globes.
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João Nunes Monteiro  
Portugal 

selected films
Tsugua Diaries
(Diários de Otsoga) 
by Maureen Fazendeiro
Miguel Gomes
Portugal 
2021

Mosquito
by João Nuno Pinto
Portugal, France, Brazil, 
Mozambique 
2020

Technoboss 
by João Nicolau 
Portugal, France 
2019
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Crista, Carloto and João are building an airy greenhouse 
for butterflies in the garden. The three of them share 
household routines, day after day in a secluded country 
retreat. It’s sunny, hot and humid and everything moves at 
a leisurely pace. Over 22 days beginning in August of 
2020, during the pandemic lockdown, the film follows our 
three protagonists as well as a group of seemingly random 
people but who are actually the film’s crew – and, at times, 
even the directors – in this infectious summer tale that 
blurs the line between cinema and reality. In this film within 
a film, the story unfolds backwards, gradually revealing the 
motivations and points of view driving the endeavor. A 
wistful and sunny docu-fiction, The Tsugua Diaries wittily 
evokes the volatile mood swings of lockdown and how 
concentrated time with the same people can yield either 
annoyance or vibrant closeness from day to day, particularly 
under the glare of a sticky-sweet hot summer sun. 

The Tsugua Diaries 
film for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Maureen Fazendeiro 
Miguel Gomes

 
screenplay
Maureen Fazendeiro
Miguel Gomes
Mariana Ricardo

 
producer
O Som e a Fúria
Uma Pedra no Sapato 
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João Nunes Monteiro  
Portugal 
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Timon Sturbej was born in Maribor, Slovenia. He 
graduated from the Academy of Theatre, Radio, Film 
and Television in Ljubljana and is a company member of 
the Slovenian National Theatre in Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
Before being accepted to the Academy, he won the 
Best Actor Award at the 2013 Teatralny Koufar theatre 
festival in Minsk Belarus, for his performance in the role 
of Amor in Moliere’s Psyche. In 2017 he was honored 
with the student Sever Award – named after legendary 
Slovene actor Stane Sever and awarded by a 
professional jury – for his role as Bernie in David 
Mamet’s Sexual Perversity. 

Slovenia
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Timon
Sturbej 

nominated by
Slovenian Film Centre

contact
Olivia Bell Management
+44 20 7439 3270 
info@olivia-bell.co.uk
www.olivia-bell.co.uk

year of birth
1994

jury’s comment
“With a wide range 
of emotions and 
appearances, Timon 
Sturbej is able to 
amalgamate himself 
with each role in a 
creative and genuine 
way. His acting is 
transformative. With 
sublime artistry and a 
raw vigor, his presence 
is so powerful and 
compelling that the 
audience’s eyes are 
locked on him wherever 
he is. Through subtle 
expressions and 
evocative presence, 
his performance is 
disarming, multifaceted 
and addictive –  
the epitome of acting.” 
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In 2018, for the role as Žele in the film Consequences 
directed by Darko Štante, Sturbej was awarded with a 
Vesna as Best Supporting Actor at the Festival of 
Slovenian Film. Most recently he has completed 
production on Riders/Spring Dreaming, directed by 
Dominik Mencej and Wake Me, directed by Marko 
Šantić. He is currently in production on the TV mini-
series, Inhumanum: The Inhumanity of Many, directed 
by Igor Zupe.
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Timon Sturbej  
Slovenia 

selected films
Riders/Spring Dreaming
(Jezdeca)
by Dominik Mencej
Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Italy 
2021

Consequences
(Posledice) 
by Darko Štante
Slovenia, Austria 
2018

Wake Me 
(Zbudi me) 
by Marko Šantić 
Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia 
2022       
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Slovenia, the spring of 1999. Two friends from a small 
village decide to transform their mopeds into choppers 
and embark on a journey. Looking for freedom and 
love, they travel through dreams of the past and visions 
of the future. Driven by mad impulses and haunted by 
the constraints of tradition, they start believing and 
understanding things previously unimaginable. On the 
road through Slovenia and Croatia – two countries 
that have just recently seceded from Yugoslavia – they 
are accompanied by a young runaway woman with 
a mysterious past and an old biker who has seen the 
world in his search for freedom, which he has still not 
found. But the protagonist’s road trip is not what they 
expected, and they must endure a quest for identity that 
irrevocably changes their lives. In a timeless story about 
the search for one’s true self, the use of poetic realism 
and unconventional structure puts the audience in the 
driver’s seat in this thought-provoking and emotional story. 

Riders/Spring Dreaming 
film for nomination

year
2021

status
completed

director 
Dominik Mencej

 
screenplay
Boris Grgurovic 
Dominik Mencej

producer
Staragara
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Timon Sturbej  
Slovenia 
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Evin Ahmad, a Swedish – Kurdish actress and writer has 
quickly become one of Sweden’s most talented and 
sought-after young talents. Ahmad has been nominated 
twice for the Guldbagge Awards (in 2018 for Dröm Vidare 
and in 2020 for Call Mom!), Sweden’s equivalent to the 
Academy Awards. Currently, Ahmad is set to star in the 
second season of the Swedish Netflix Original series 
Snabba Cash, adapted from best-selling author Jens 
Lapidus’ Stockholm Noir crime trilogy. Ahmad is also 
known for starring in three seasons of the Danish post-
apocalyptic Netflix series The Rain and in the Netflix 
Swedish crime drama series Quicksand. Her film debut 

Sweden
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Evin
Ahmad 

nominated by
Swedish Film Institute

contact
Agentfirman
+46 736 009620 
Aleksandra Mandic
aleksandra@agentfirman.com
www.agentfirman.com

year of birth
1990

jury’s comment
“Evin Ahmad radiates 
unique energy which 
is both enigmatic and 
approachable. Smoothly 
integrating many 
sides of the same coin, 
she exudes strength, 
resilience, vulnerability, 
as well as a self-aware 
sense of humor.  
Her charm is natural 
and unpretentious, 
while her glamor and 
playfulness contribute 
to her potentially 
dangerous beauty. We 
see a very bright future 
ahead and foresee  
a lot of international 
opportunities.” 
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came in 2007 with an adaptation of Jonas Hassen 
Khemiri’s novel One Eye Red. Additional credits include 
Girls of the Sun, Tsunami and The Restaurant. In 2017, 
Ahmad’s first novel, One Day I Will Build a Castle of 
Money, was published. The novel discusses the 
inequality in Sweden between the suburbs and the  
inner city and has been described as “a brilliantly  
written and stylistically perfect debut about power  
and class, guilt and legacy.”
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Evin Ahmad  
Sweden 

selected films
Snabba Cash 
by Jesper Ganslandt
Sweden 
2021

Call Mom!
(Ring mamma!) 
by Lisa Aschan 
Sweden 
2019

Beyond Dreams
(Dröm Vidare) 
by Rojda Sekersöz
Sweden 
2018
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Leya, a widow with a young child, works a day job at a 
Middle Eastern restaurant, as she struggles to keep her 
burgeoning tech start-up from going under. She turns to a 
petty criminal, Marcus, for a loan, which is rapidly coming 
due. At the same time, Leya crosses paths and begins  
a romantic relationship with Salim, a wedding singer, who 
moonlights as a member of a local drug ring led by Ravy 
(uncle to Leya’s son). As the clock ticks on her loan, Leya 
receives an offer from a tech mogul which would save her 
startup – but it comes with conditions which she cannot 
fulfil. As she contemplates asking Ravy for the money – an 
idea she knows will come back to haunt her – the pressure 
mounts, and the stakes become clear: Leya is faced with  
a classic dilemma – making a deal with the devil to save 
her startup but one which would suck her deeper into  
a seedy criminal world. A powerful central performance  
by Ahmad (Leya) combined with an edgy cinéma vérité 
style create a sense of impending revelation and doom in 
the worlds of the rich, powerful, criminal and corrupt in 
Snabba Cash.

Snabba Cash 
series for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Jesper Ganslandt 
Måns Månsson

 
screenplay
Oskar Söderlund
Michael Hjorth
Mona Masri
Mikkel Bak Sørensen
Jens Lapidus

 
producer
Netlfix
Studios/Sweden
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Souheila Yacoub was born in Geneva to a Flemish 
mother and a Tunisian father. She devoted her 
childhood and adolescence to sports and joined the 
Swiss National Rhythmic Gymnastics Team as an elite 
athlete. She attended a theatre and dance school  
in Geneva, then obtained a scholarship and went to 
Paris to take part in the “classe libre” at the Cours 
Florent before entering the Conservatoire National 
Supérieur d‘Art Dramatique. Soon, Lebanese-
Canadian director Wajdi Mouawad offered her a role 
in the multi-lingual play, Tous des oiseaux. Souheila 
charmed the press as well as the public: her career 
was launched, and the cinema world was quickly 
very interested in the actress. For her supporting role 
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Souheila 
Yacoub 

nominated by
SWISS FILMS 

contact
Adéquat - Agence Artistique 
+33 662750102
agence@agence-adequat.com
www.agence-adequat.com

year of birth
1992

jury’s comment
“With an emotio- 
nally captivating 
performance, Souheila 
Yacoub displays a 
tremendous ability to 
empathize with her 
characters in a way 
that evokes a strong 
resonance. Her explosive 
energy is balanced with 
forthright candidness 
and pensiveness. 
Embracing passion  
and vulnerability at  
the same time, she 
is a revelation and a 
shooting star in the 
truest sense.”
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in Climax by Gaspard Noé, which premiered in 
Cannes 2019, she was selected as Revelation for the 
Académie des César. In 2020, she was cast in Le sel 
des larmes by Philippe Garrel which premiered at the 
Berlinale, and recently in De bas étage by Yassine 
Qnia. In 2019, Yacoub appeared for the first time as 
one of the leads in a high profile drama series Les 
Sauvages directed by Rebecca Zlotowski and in 
2020 in the Arte/Hulu epic war series No Man’s Land 
directed by Oded Ruskin. Entre les vagues by Anaïs 
Volpé, in which Yacoub plays the leading role and De 
bas étage were both screened in Cannes’ Directors 
Fortnight in 2021. In 2022, she will feature in Cédric 
Klapisch’s dance-based film En corps and in Alice 
and Benoît Zeniter’s first feature film Avant 
l’effondrement.
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Souheila Yacoub 
Switzerland 

selected films
The Braves
(Entre les vagues)
by Anaïs Volpé 
France 
2021

A Brighter Tomorrow 
(De bas étage) 
by Yassine Qnia
France 
2021

Climax
by Gaspar Noé 
France 
2018
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Dreaming, falling, starting over. Margot and Alma are two 
best friends holding on to the energy of their youth and 
their burning desire to conquer the world, until life gets 
in the way. But their ride-or-die friendship can get them 
through anything: they are inseparable, unstoppable.

The Braves 
film for nomination

year
2021

status
released

director 
Anaïs Volpé

 
screenplay
Anaïs Volpé

 
producer
Unité
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Souheila Yacoub 
Switzerland 
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shooting stars  
would like to thank

www.efp-online.com  Back to startpage 37
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