


Studio Virc in association with
Nukleus Film and Sutor Kolonko present

a film by Žiga Virc

YUGOSLAV SPACE PROGRAM:
MYTH OR REALITY?



Houston, We Have a Problem! is a film by young Slovenian director Žiga Virc and it is his debut 
feature. This docu-fiction is a Slovenian-Croatian-German-Czech-Qatari co-production and it 
is also the first HBO production in the Adriatic region. 

Co-production broadcasters:
HBO Europe, Westdeutscher Rundfunk (WDR), RTV Slovenija

Supported by:
Slovenian Film Centre, Croatian Audiovisual Centre, Viba Film Studios, MEDIA Creative 
Europe, Eurimages, Doha Film Institute

ABOUT
THE FILM 

Year: 2016
Length: 88 minutes
Languages: Croatian, English, Serbian, Slovene
Countries of production: Slovenia, Croatia, Germany, Czech Republic, Qatar
Shooting format: HD, 35 mm, 8 mm
Screening format: DCP
Screening ratio: 2D flat
Frame rate: 24fps
Sound: 5.1 

3



STUDIO VIRC SLOVENIA

 
STUDIO VIRC, a family-run company for video, film and TV produc-
tion, was established in 1992. Using our own resources we successful-
ly handle the entire process of production from development, filming 
and editing to distribution in HD. In 2010 our in-house director, Žiga 
Virc, was voted finalist for a Student Academy Award for Best Short 
Foreign Film and since then, we have continued to take bold steps 
into the international arena. We work with international clients and 
broadcasters, and we are co-production partners who are capable of 
producing both big and smaller-scale projects.

PRODUCTION
COMPANIES
PROFILES

Producer:

Boštjan Virc

NUKLEUS FILM CROATIA

 
NUKLEUS FILM CROATIA was founded in 2004 and in the past 12 
years it has grown to become one of the leading regional production 
companies whose films are shown in major festivals including 
Cannes, Berlin and Venice, and on international TV stations includ-
ing ARTE and HBO. In 2012, together with director Miha Knific, we 
established Nukleus Film Slovenia. In 2013 we founded Jaako dobra 
produkcija, focusing exclusively on co-productions and production 
services. Our vision first and foremost is creativity, and openness to 
working with young and gifted filmmaking talent. 

Producer:

Siniša Juričić 

SUTOR KOLONKO GERMANY

 
SUTOR KOLONKO was founded in May 2010 in Cologne, to create an 
independent platform for the development and production of chal-
lenging films. The main focus is on creative documentaries driven by 
strong stories told with a distinctive style. SUTOR KOLONKO strives 
to be a harbor and point of departure especially for young writers and 
directors. 

Producer:

Ingmar Trost 
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The cold war, the space race, and NASA’s moon landing are landmark events that defined an 
era. But they are also fodder for conspiracy theories. In Houston, We Have a Problem! filmmak-
er Žiga Virc adds new material to the discussion on both fronts. This intriguing docu-fiction 
explores the myth of the secret multi-billion-dollar deal behind America’s purchase of Yugosla-
via’s clandestine space program in the early 1960s.

SHORT
SYNOPSIS
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LONG 
SYNOPSIS
The cold war, the space race, and NASA’s moon landing are iconic events that defined an era. 
They are also fodder for conspiracy theories. In Houston, We Have a Problem! filmmaker Žiga 
Virc explores the myth of a secret multi-billion-dollar deal involving America’s purchase of 
Yugoslavia’s space program in the early 1960s.
 
This masterfully crafted feature-length docu-fiction is an intriguing blend of reality and fiction 
that recreates recent history through the prism of conspiracy theories. It invites the audience 
to make up its own mind about what is invented and what is real. In between the blurred lines 
of reality and fiction, Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Žižek asks the billion-dollar question: 
‘What is truth?’

Using a wealth of archive footage, the film brings together all the strands of the myth through 
an eyewitness account from Ivan, a senior space engineer in the controversial Yugoslav space 
program. 
 
After WW2, Yugoslav intelligence reveals the existence of long-lost space technology plans to 
their strongman Josip Broz Tito. Trapped between east and west, President Tito decides to 
exploit this opportunity for his new socialist state of Yugoslavia by secretly developing an 
ambitious space program. In March 1961, the program is sold to the U.S. Two months later 
President John F. Kennedy announces that the first American will be sent to the Moon. 
Regardless of what really happened, millions of people believe this is the historical truth, and 
that the two events are connected.
50 years after the Yugoslav secret service faked his death and sent him to America to work for 
NASA, Ivan finally returns home for an awkward reunion with the daughter he has never met. 
American historian Roger McMillan reconstructs the chain of events from the 1960s, using 
recently declassified documents. Together with Franc, a retired general from the Yugoslav 
People's Army who worked on both the national space program and the cover-up, they reveal a 
complex web of secrets, lies, manipulation and the dirty games of politics.

Using first-person accounts and never-before-seen archive footage, the filmmakers reveal the 
full story of a pioneering space research program kept hidden for over half a century, as well as 
the test site where everything began, Object 505. This  Yugoslav airforce base – now abandoned 
and heavily mined – once played a crucial, role in the space race. In the mid 1960s it was the 
biggest underground complex in Europe: a Balkan version of America’s more famous Area 51.
As fact, rumor and fiction intertwine, the final decades of Yugoslav history are laid out in a way 
that dares the audience to take a highly critical view of what they see and hear on the big screen.
 
Myth or reality? It's up to you to decide.
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Conspiracy theories are attractive because they make simple sense of a chaotic and highly 
complex world. Conspiracy theorists are often seen as whistleblowing heroes, saving humanity 
from deceitful villains, mostly in the form of governmental, religious or military institutions.

Real independent media seem to be long gone and for ordinary people it can be di�cult to get 
an accurate representation of a specific person or event. Sometimes we even receive conflict-
ing reports on the same subject. For many reasons, there are very few people willing to ques-
tion these kinds of reports.

As a filmmaker, I have long been fascinated by the space race between the US and the USSR, 
the mysteries of Tito’s hidden underground facilities and the related conspiracy theories. That 
is why I have created this film, which challenges the viewer to take a highly critical view of 
what they see on the big screen.

Žiga Virc

DIRECTOR’S
NOTE 
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FILMOGRAPHY

•  A New Home (2016) – short fiction film
•  Houston, We Have a Problem! (2016) – docu-fiction feature
•  Crescent Above Edelweiss (2013) – documentary
•  War Games (2012) – documentary
•  Call from the Mountains (2011) – documentary
•  Trieste Is Ours! (2010) - short fiction film
•  Our Democracy (2009) – TV film
•  Sky Above the Town (2008) – short fiction film

ABOUT
THE DIRECTOR
ŽIGA VIRC

BIOGRAPHY 

Film and television director Žiga Virc 
(b. 1987) graduated from the Academy 
of Theatre, Radio and Television in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. He was voted 
finalist for best foreign short film for the 
Student Academy Awards in 2010, for 
his short film Trieste Is Ours! Virc has 
directed numerous commercials, 
documentary and fiction films, for 
which he has received numerous 
awards. He is experienced in a 
cross-platform approach, and some of 
his works have gone viral international-
ly. His work combines a dramatic visual 
style with a detailed approach to 
narrative structure, which makes it 
appealing to a broad audience.
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PROTAGONISTS 

Josip Broz Tito Slavoj Žižek John F. Kennedy

Richard Nixon William Je�erson Clinton Lyndon B. Johnson

James Earl ‘Jimmy’ Carter
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JOSIP BROZ TITO 

The discovery and conquest of other planets and space depends on the 
mutual e�orts of Earthlings to explore what kind of neighbors they have.

Citizens of Yugoslavia, comrades, the new atomic era and the first news 
about mankind venturing into space have made people fear these ingenious 
creations of the human mind. Maybe some of it will be used outside of our 
country, but that shouldn’t bother us...

Quotes from the film

Josip Broz , also known as Josip Broz Tito, was the chief archi-
tect of the ‘Second Yugoslavia’, a socialist federation that 

lasted from the close of WW2 until the early 1990s.  He was 
born in 1892 into a large peasant family in Kumrovec, near 

Zagreb, in what was then Austria-Hungary, and is now in 
Croatia.  He died on May 4, 1980 in the Slovenian capital 
Ljubljana, then part of Yugoslavia. He trained as a lock-
smith and worked as metalworker before being drafted 
into the Austro-Hungarian army. After WW1 he began 

his career as a revolutionary, and during WW2 he was 
the supreme commander of the Yugoslav Partisans. 

Tito was the single most dominant figure in postwar 
Yugoslavia – leader of the Communist Party 

(League of Communists), the Yugoslav 
People’s Army, Premier (from 1945 to 1953) 

and President (1953–80). Caught between 
two opposing power blocs during the 

Cold War, was a strong advocate of 
nonalignment and was the first Com-

munist leader in power to defy 
Soviet control. Instead, he 

promoted the alternative 
doctrine of ‘independent 

roads to socialism’, and 
fostered diplomatic 

links – and closer 
economic ties – with 
the U.S.A. 
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SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK 

Paradoxically one way to cover a conspiracy is to present it as a conspiracy 
theory and count on the fact that it will not be taken seriously. 

We secretly believe that Americans believe in us. This is always how myths 
function. You say ‘I know it's not true but I know that others believe that this 
is true about me’.

Quotes from the film

Slavoj Žižek was born in 1949 in Ljubljana, then part of 
Yugoslavia, now in Slovenia. A philosopher and cultural 
theorist, he first came to attention as a critic of Tito’s 
regime. He has published over 50 books, on topics 
ranging from philosophy and Freudian and Lacanian 
psychoanalysis, to theology, 
the rise of nationalism, 
film and opera. Believing 
that ‘political issues are 
too serious to be left 
only to politicians’, 
Žižek’s theorizing, 
deliberately provoca-
tive style, and 
tendency to mix 
weighty analysis 
with flashes of 
humor have 
cemented his 
position as one 
of the 
best-known 
public intel-
lectuals of the 
late 20th and 
early 21st 
centuries.
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CREW
Director: Žiga Virc
Screenwriter: Žiga Virc, Boštjan Virc
Producer: Boštjan Virc
Co-Producers: Siniša Juričić, Ingmar Trost
Editor: Vladimir Gojun
Cinematographer: Andrej Virc
Sound Design: Matjaž Moraus Zdešar, Julij Zornik
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CONTACTS
PRODUCTION COMPANY – SLOVENIA 
Studio Virc d.o.o.
Ilke Vastetove 15
8000 Novo mesto, Slovenia
E-mail: bostjan@studio-virc.si
Phone: +386 41 689 463
Website: www.studio-virc.si

INTERNATIONAL SALES
Catherine Le Clef
CAT&Docs 
Phone: +33144617748
E-mail: cat@catndocs.com

NORTH AMERICAN SALES
Josh Braun
Submarine Entertainment
Phone: 212 625 1410
E-mail: info@submarine.com

FESTIVALS CONTACT
Maëlle Guenegues
CAT&Docs 
Phone: +33144617748
E-mail: maelle@catndocs.com

PRODUCTION COMPANY – GERMANY 
Sutor Kolonko 
Mülheimer Freiheit 126
51063 Cologne, Germany
E-mail: info@sutorkolonko.de
Phone: +49 (0)221 789 448 40
Webiste: www.sutorkolonko.de

PRODUCTION COMPANY – CROATIA
Nukleus Film d.o.o. 
Dalmatinska 8
10000 Zagreb, Croatia
E-mail: sinisa@nukleus-film.hr 
Phone: +385 1 4846 556
Website: www.nukleus-film.hr
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www.houstonfilm.net
�  HoustonWeHaveAProblemTheMovie

Produced by

Co-Produced by

Supported by


