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SYNOPSIS
Two nine-year-old girls report a flasher to the police even though they 
never saw him. Three filmmakers meet the only residents of a deserted 
village - an elderly brother and sister who have not spoken to each other 
in 16 years.  Retired cleaning women are found raped and strangled in 
a small town. 

The fiction slowly turns into a documentary. 
Marking the return of Milcho Manchevski, MOTHERS portrays all 

types: dedicated, neglectful, loving, absent.  Through these women, 
Manchevski renders the faces of human tragedy and joy.

Employing an innovative structure, the three stories in MOTHERS 
highlight the delicate relationships of truth and fiction, of drama and 
documentary.  What is the nature of truth?  

Directed with a keen eye for contemporary Macedonia, the film 
eschews neat narrative devices and pushes the viewer to confront their 
own definitions of filmic reality. 

 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

MOTHERS is a triptych.  The three parts function as one, 
working off of each other. This is a spartan, austere film. The 
connections are made in the mind of the beholder, and they 
are not necessarily narrative.

These stories are about the nature of truth. We learn 
something, and later learn that what we know may not be 
the real truth. One of the stories is a documentary, yet we 
don’t know more about what happened. The drama and the 
documentary face each other. The more we learn about the 
truth, the less important it is what the facts are, and the more 
important it becomes what the emotional truth of this living 
person is.

There is a line in a book by the writer Mesa Selimovic: “In 
the end every man ends up losing.” I would like for this line not 
to be true. I made Mothers as an attempt to figure out how to 
live and not be on the losing side – at least for a moment.

Perhaps we need to embrace our sadness and our fears.
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