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SYNOPSIS
Looking for the enemy, they found it where nobody expected - in 
themselves.

The recent war in Croatia: the Blacks, a paramilitary unit are 
fighting in a city under siege, just before a ceasefire is announced. Ivo, 
the unit’s commander, has just lost three of his men. His men – Darko, 
Šaran, Franjo, Barišic and File – are tormented by survivors’ guilt. They 
are getting ready to recover the bodies of their fellow soldiers, and 
at the same time, neutralise the enemy by blowing up a dam. On the 
battlefield, the Blacks find the enemy they are searching for in the 
place they least expect – inside themselves.

The Blacks is an exciting, unflinchingly honest portrayal of war, 
brought to you by some of Croatia’s finest acting and filmmaking talent. 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

This is a film about survivors’ guilt among combatants in a 
war zone. It is not the story of two belligerent parties at war 
with one another, but the story of a war taking place inside the 
characters themselves. Some feel guilty for things they have 
failed to do; others feel guilty for what they have done. In this 
battle, the enemy is not visible or external to the characters – 
it lurks inside their own hearts and minds.

Interior wars are much more fascinating and subversive 
than wars waged against an exterior enemy. That is why our 
film focuses, not on outside events, but on the interior worlds 
of the characters. We never see the enemy because, for these 
men, the real enemy is their all-pervasive sense of guilt. 

The Blacks asks the question: is it possible to understand 
the sufferings, thoughts and emotions of people who are not 
victims, but murderers? The emotional response we want to 
provoke in the audience is one of shock and confusion – we 
want them to ask themselves if murderers can still be tragic 
figures who deserve our sympathy and empathy. 
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